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takes an honourable position too, but there is
still space to fill up* You, madame, who possess so
many treasures will not refuse us the loan of some of
your masterpieces,"

It is true that the great Baron had left his widow
many art treasures. For him the Comte Davant had
ransacked all the provincial chateaux on the banks
of the Somme, Loire and Rhone, and had wrested
from ignorant, needy and whiskered gentlemen
portraits of ancestors, historic furniture, gifts from
kings to their mistresses, imposing souvenirs of the
Monarchy, the treasured possessions of the most
illustrious families. In her castle at Montil and her
house in the Avenue Marceau she had examples of
the work of the finest French cabinet-makers and of
the greatest wood-carvers of the eighteenth century :
chests of drawers, cabinets for medals, secretaires,
docks of all descriptions, candlesticks and exquisite
faded tapestries. But although Fremont, and
Terremondre before him, had begged her to send
some pieces of furniture, bronzes or hangings to the
coming Exhibition, she had always refused. Vain
of her riches and anxious to display them she had
not intended, on this occasion, to lend anything.
Joseph Lacrisse encouraged her in this refusal:
u Have nothing to do with their Exhibition. Your
things will be stolen or burned. And who knows
if they will ever succeed in organizing their